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PLATINO REVIEW: 

Few spirits have as rich a history as rum. The traditional drink of 
pirates found its beginnings with the original sugar plantations in the 
Caribbean. The popularity of this beverage spread quickly and with 
such demand, you could use rum as currency to purchase other goods. 
The significance of rum in America began with the Revolutionary 
War. It is claimed that rum helped finance the fight against the British, 
so you can infer that rum helped us achieve our freedom. We should 
all pay our respects by purchasing some rum and indulging. 

Since you are now obligated to buy a bottle, I would like to suggest a 
unique rum that is distilled in Colorado. Montanya Distillers in 
Silverton, CO has begun the production of high quality rum with a 
couple of unique twists. The first part of Montanya’s unique qualities 
begins with where it is distilled, in Silverton, CO at 9300 feet. 
Everyone knows that rum comes from the Caribbean, so why build a 
distillery so high up? It is actually a brilliant idea. Most rum is aged in 
oak barrels for a time after the distilling process. The length of time 
depends on what type of rum. Altitude and temperature add efficiency 
to this process. You age spirits in a barrel so that the liquor will 
penetrate the wood and take away some of the harshness of raw 
distilled spirit, and gain some of the character of the wooden barrel. 
Aging at altitude makes the liquor permeate the wood more efficiently 
so it gains more character more quickly. 

Montanya Platino is not a clear rum. It has a slight almond color to it 
that indicates that it was happy inside of the oak barrel and gained 
some character. The nose on the rum has a soft sweet vanilla scent that 
gives it a nice introduction to your senses. This vanilla taste washes 
over the back of your tongue and creates a nice smooth finish. If you 
count to three after you swallow, you’ll begin to notice a nice warm 
feeling in your throat. This is especially great after you get done skiing 
at Silverton Mountain and stop by Montanya’s tasting room for a nice 
rum drink. Because of the flavor and smooth finish, this is definitely a 
rum to enjoy on the rocks. Of course when you are thinking of mixed 
drinks, you always want high quality spirits and this fits that role 
perfectly. 



Montanya’s Platino rum is a great discovery and the folks running the distillery could not be 
nicer. I would encourage you to seek out their product through your local liquor stores or to stop 
by their tasting room in Silverton, CO. If you are going to stop by, make sure you can get a hotel 
room or ride the train back to Durango, because their rum is great and their mixed drinks they 
serve are even better. To find out more about Montanya and their products, visit them online at 
www.montanyadistillers.com 

 


